Reference list formatting
Become an expert user of bibliographic software
Top tips
1 Become familiar with your preferred discipline-specific referencing style [Note: more than 300 different styles exist.] The trend is:
· ‘sentence-case’ for titles e.g. Encyclopedia of research design
· ‘capital-case’ for Journal names e.g. Journal of Biomedical Education
2 Be consistent with the entry form of all elements – e.g. enter Author names the same way e.g. Behrend, Monica otherwise in-text might have (Behrend 2020) or (Behrend, M 2020)
[Note: for names of organisations add a comma at the end of the name, e.g.  University of South Australia, otherwise it will appear as Australia, UoS !!!] 
3 Always check each reference methodically as you enter it [Note: imported references will not be consistent, so modify them to be consistent according to your style.]  
Activity 1 Examine these references for completeness and consistency. 
· Which seem incomplete? 
· Spot inconsistencies
· What questions do you have? 
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PERFECT examples
[image: ]

Here are some issues resolved
[image: ]
· Capitalisation is needed for the second listed American College
· No Italics for the title or publisher
· Publication details missing 

[image: ]
· Incomplete details, needs journal or book chapter title and other publication details

[image: ]
· This seems a book chapter with Salkind the editor. Need details of book chapter and book title.
· California is abbreviated to CA
· I found:  [image: ] No need for chapter number, just add the page numbers at the end. Thus the reference should look like this:
Armstrong, J 2010, ‘Naturalistic inquiry’, in NJ Salkind (ed), Encyclopedia of research design, SAGE Publications, Inc, Thousand Oaks, CA, pp. 881-5.
· This reference list refers to California in three ways – California, Calif. and CA. CA is correct. 

[image: ]
· Aromataris, E & Munn, Z 2017, ‘JBI systematic reviews’, in E Aromataris & Z Munn (eds), Joanna Briggs Institute reviewer’s manual, viewed 7 August 2017, https://reviewersmanual.joannabriggs.org/.

[image: ]
· Only one page? Surely this should be page ranges!

[image: ]
· Open-learning … no space after the hyphen
· Use en dash (twice the length of a hyphen) for number range 

[image: ]
· Lowercase ‘c’ for ‘Contribution’

[image: ]
· Be consistent with inserting URLs, as here you have < … > but not in others! 
· Victoria State Government, [remove . and space]

[image: ]
· Use capital case for the journals like this International Journal of Women’s Health

[image: ]
· Spelling ‘Applied’ 

[image: ]
· Capital letter for Swiss because a proper name ‘… from the consecutive Swiss health surveys of 2007 … 

[image: ]
· Capital case for the name of the journal Public Health Nutrition

[image: ]
· Missing reference elements i.e. journal no. and page numbers 

[image: ]
· Why use 3 editions of the same book? Why not just use the most recent one? 
· References is incomplete. Books have Publisher  Place. 
Creswell, J 2014, Research design: Qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods approaches (4th edn), SAGE Publications Inc, Thousand Oaks, CA.  

This resource was produced by Monica Behrend.
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