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Preparing for your Oral Defence

Panels; end user advisors

Focus on skills and development

Oral Defence

Recent developments in the UniSA doctorate

Broadens the doctoral examination to both your thesis 
and also you as the candidate researcher
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Actors in the Oral Defence
You - presenting your thesis for examination

- may make an opening statement at the start of the Oral Defence
The examiners - in most cases both will be brought in by video conference

- will explore aspects of your thesis and other areas related to your research 
and your research and your development and plans

The Chair - there to manage the Oral Defence and help the examiners:
• Set the agenda
• Keep to time
• Ensure fairness to everyone involved
• Help the examiners agree a single report and result 

Your supervisor - may be there if you want them there (should be there for the 
result/feedback) 

- cannot speak during the Oral Defence
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The Oral Defence
• Free consultancy with international experts in the field of research who have read their 

work in detail.

• Enhances the visibility of your work with eminent researchers in the field and can 
facilitate ongoing communication and networking between you and your examiners.

• Examiners get to talk through any differences of opinion about your work and to come to 
agreement about the examination outcome and any recommended revisions to the 
thesis or exegesis. 
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• Chance to engage with examiners' questions directly

• Chance to clear up misunderstandings about your work 

• Get the chance to make issue raised by the examiners go away

• Feedback about how the work might be strengthened and improved into the future

• Get a single result and a single set of requirements for the award of the degree

Perhaps try to think about it as a serious conversation

The Oral Defence
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The Oral Defence Moodle Resource

https://lo.unisa.edu.au/course/view.php?id=9064


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16



