Engineering research project: literature review
Using tables to organise your literature - example
In the below example, the authors have summarised the large amount of literature on the topic
into a table.
 The literature is categorised according to land use characteristics discussed in the literature,
such as distance of residence from the urban centre, settlement size and so on;
 It is organised according to different travel patterns, such as distance, frequency, mode,
time and energy consumption;
 The table allowed the author to identify areas the literature has focused on, and any gaps;
 It allowed them to examine similarities and differences in the literature;
 The table provided a structure for the presentation of the literature review.

(Stead & Marshall 2001, p. 114)
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Writing a literature review: example introduction
Traditionally the approach to infrastructure planning and decision-making is
highly directive and strongly organized in stages. Such an approach can help
progress of a project or a process by defining manageable pieces (Cooper 1972;
Prahabkar 2008). A more overarching approach to lifecycle integration, which
looks into the possibility and potential added value of tailoring and integrating
separate initiatives, is currently absent. To investigate its potential in practice, it
is crucial to gain insight into recently obtained experiences of public and private
parties with separate integration initiatives. Therefore this literature review
aims to firstly provide greater insight into public and private experiences with
various lifecycle integration initiatives in practice, and, secondly to explore the
potential of integrating these initiatives throughout the planning cycle. Thereby,
this review specifically focuses on experiences with integration initiatives in
projects exhibiting a high degree of complexity. The outline is as follows. Firstly
the review provides a …. (section omitted)
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(Adapted from Stead & Marshall 2001, p. 114)

Writing a literature review: example body section
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2.1 Vehicle fires
2.1.1 Impact of vehicle fires
In 2006, the NFPA reported that roughly 490 civilians died in vehicle fires. These
490 civilian deaths represent 13.7% of the total deaths associated with fire for
2006, including residential and non-residential structures. Also in 2006, vehicle
fires accounted for $1.3 billion in property loss (National Safety Council 2006).
Additionally, 1200 civilian injuries were reported (National Safety Council 2006).
These numbers indicate that, while survivability of automotive accidents has
increased substantially in the last few decades due to advances in vehicle safety,
vehicle fire safety is still a major concern. The numbers of deaths in accidents
has decreased while the number of fire deaths in accidents has remained
relatively constant. Until recently, little research has been conducted concerning
the problem of fire safety; in recent years, the U.S. motor vehicle industry has
spent nearly $14 million per year researching the problem of motor vehicle fire
safety (Tewarson, Quintiere &Purser 2007).
This research by the U.S. motor vehicle industry has unveiled some major issues
related to fires and their victims; the most compelling results…..
(Adapted from Patronik 2008, p. 5)
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Writing a literature review: example conclusion
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23.5 Outcomes of the literature review
This review of relevant aspects of the literature points to the significance of the
professional skills already possessed by part-time students in relation to the
development that all engineering students must undergo in developing from
students to engineers. It sets out the context in which students may act as
mentors for fellow students. It provides confirmation that composition of
groups can have an effect on aspects of group project work. No close
equivalents of the initiatives involving part-time students carried out at
Coventry have been found in the literature and this confirms the validity and
interest of the research questions posed for this investigation:
 How do the full-time students learn from part-time students?
 What are the benefits and problems in creating this contact?
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(Davies & Rutherford 2012, p. 358-359)
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