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Read the excerpt below and analyse the content. With your partner, rewrite the text to make it more academic.

According to Marjoribanks (2002, p. 370), there are two major factors influencing teenagers’ likelihood of staying in school: different family backgrounds as well as adolescents’ individual characteristics and learning-related issues. It cannot distinguish which factor is more important as the author also points out that the latter one does mediate the relationships between family background and the likelihood of staying in school. Therefore, from my point of view, it is better to take both the two factors into considerations in terms of thinking of factors affecting teenagers’ likelihood of staying in school

Read the excerpt below and identify the following:

1) Description of a situation

2) Identification of a problem

3) Description of a solution

4) Evaluation of the solution


Read the text and identify instances when a linking word or phrase could improve the flow of the discussion. Place an asterisk at the spot and indicate a linking word that could be used to develop cohesion.

Ceci et al. (1997) emphasized that the nature of the relationship between family background and developmental outcomes, stating that ‘the efficacy of a proximal process is determined to a large degree by the distal environmental resources. Proximal processes are the engines that actually drive the outcome but only if the distal resources can be imported into the process to make it effective’ (Ceci et al. 1997, p. 311). The biological model suggests that measures of individual characteristics and proximal settings mediate the effects of distal family contexts on outcomes. Baron and Kenny (1986) indicated, variables function as mediators to the extent that they account for the relationships between predictors and outcomes.

If full mediation occurred in the present study, relationships between family background and the likelihood of staying in school would become non-significant after the associations between individual characteristics, proximal settings, aspirations, and the likelihood of staying in school were controlled. If the relationships were reduced but remained significant, then partial mediation would demonstrated. The biological model proposes that relationships between global family background measures and students’ school outcomes can be explained by differences in students’ individual characteristics and measures of their proximal learning environments.
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Draw a box around and label.





The changing nature of Australian society and its connectedness to the global community will provide many opportunities for young Australians. However, recent events such September 11, the war in Iraq, the Bali bombing, the 2004 Boxing Day tsunamis and attacks in Madrid and London remind us that Australians must be prepared for an increasingly uncertain world. Education is one of the most effective means of preparing students for these local, regional and global challenges. Yet as Rizvi (2004 P- 157) reminds us, there is a lack of consensus on the implications of globalisation for education policy. In broad terms, globalisation describes the complex ways in which the lives of the world's people have become increasingly linked and new ways in which local and national communities relate to each other (Tikly 2001). As Scholte (2000, p. 14) observes, globalisation can represent increasing progress and prosperity while others associate this process with deprivation and doom. Despite the complexities of globalisation and debates about education policy directions, there is agreement amongst key stakeholders that education has to prepare young Australians to deal with its manifestations. Through the Australian Education Council (AEC), ministers for education from all state and territory governments have sought to define the common aspirations of their various systems, aiming at a consensus on the role of schooling in dealing with the challenges of globalisation.








Sample Answer


Ceci et al. (1997) emphasized that the nature of the relationship between family background and developmental outcomes, stating that ‘the efficacy of a proximal process is determined to a large degree by the distal environmental resources. Proximal processes are the engines that actually drive the outcome but only if the distal resources can be imported into the process to make it effective’ (Ceci et al. 1997, p. 311). In addition, the biological model suggests that measures of individual characteristics and proximal settings mediate the effects of distal family contexts on outcomes. As Baron and Kenny (1986) indicated, variables function as mediators to the extent that they account for the relationships between predictors and outcomes.





If full mediation occurred in the present study, relationships between family background and the likelihood of staying in school would become non-significant after the associations between individual characteristics, proximal settings, aspirations, and the likelihood of staying in school were controlled. However, if the relationships were reduced but remained significant, then partial mediation would de demonstrated. That is, the biological model proposes that relationships between global family background measures and students’ school outcomes can be explained by differences in students’ individual characteristics and measures of their proximal learning environments.
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