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The aim of referencing is to:

· inform you about its conventions (what, why, when and how).

· provide you with samples to show you how it is done.

What is Referencing?

· It is a standard practice for acknowledging material that you have used in your writing.

· You are expected to incorporate information from various sources (books, journal articles, electronic publications, special publications and other materials) in your writing. This has to be acknowledged.

· Using other people’s ideas or opinions without acknowledging them could be perceived as academic dishonesty (sometimes referred to as plagiarism).

An example


Why is Referencing Important?

· Demonstrates good research practice

· Acknowledges where your ideas come from

· Tells your reader where they can locate the sources you have used

· Shows a range of ideas and approaches you have found and thought about

· Important to show the reader that you have sought expert and reliable sources to support and develop your thinking on the topic.

· Prevents circumstances where plagiarism can occur. 

When to Reference?

· When you include someone else’s words, ideas or information in your assignment, you must provide in-text reference.

· You have to insert an in-text reference whenever you:

· paraphrase or summarise someone else’s ideas in your own words.

· quote someone else’s ideas in their exact words.

· copy or adapt a diagram, table or any other visual material.

Examples of In-text Referencing  
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This is a strong claim and it needs to be justified





The landscape of values education in Australian schools is currently undergoing striking shifts. In the past, values education in both Islamic and public schools has been termed ‘inconsistent’ with Australian values or ‘nonexistent’ (Yaxley 2004). Schools must now comply with the National Framework for Values Education in Australian Schools (NFV-EAS) framework (Australian Government 2005a), introduced in 2005.





Another statement that needs to be evidenced





1) Special publication





The values education movement is gaining incredible momentum. Values education policies have become increasingly prominent in Western countries in the past decade (Curriculum Corporation 2003). Values education is now a legislative requirement in England-the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of students is even subject to inspection by the Office for Standards of Education in Schools (Taylor 2000). In the USA the character education movement-a field akin to values education-is now supported by federal government grants and policies (De Roche & Williams 1998; Smagorinsky & Taxel 2004).  On top of government-developed and state-based policies and frameworks, there are many values and character education programmes developed by other bodies such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the Baha’i community (Curriculum Corporation 2003). However, sceptics of the movement query the reasons behind this sudden, recent surge of interest in values education (Beck 1998; Purpel 1997; Snook 2000). Specifically, there is concern as to whose values these policies supposedly represent, who their various approaches privilege, and their highly political nature.  The NFVEAS claims that a specific set of values are common to Australians, and verified by the Values Education Study (Curriculum Corporation 2003). These values are asserted without adequate definition or justification (Devereaux 2006; Knight & Collins 2006). Many researchers contest the notion of values commonality (Charlesworth 1993; King 1976; Snook 2000, 2005; Taylor 1985). Values are not necessarily virtues-idealised character traits; nor are they necessarily morals-duties and principles of conduct. Values are instead abstract concepts attributed importance, such as materialism or fidelity.





Source: Adapted from Jones, TM 2009, ‘Framing the framework: discourses in Australia’s national values education policy’, Educ Res Policy Prac, vol. 8, pp. 35-57.





2) Edited Book 





9) Document on a website





10) Chapter in an edited book





4)  Journal article with two authors





7)  Journal article with one author





8)  Unpublished Conference paper





6) Chapter in an edited book





5) Book with one author





3) Book with two authors
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