B. Media and Communication
Critical thinking and analysis
Slide 1: Introduction
This is a presentation on critical thinking and analysis. In many of your courses you would be expected to demonstrate critical thinking and analysis in your reading and writing. Sometimes you would also be required to undertake a critical analysis of a text, website or some other form of visual or non-visual object. In order to do this, you may need to apply theories or concepts that have been introduced in your course. This presentation focuses on aspects of critical thinking and analysis such as what it comprises and the processes that are involved. The presentation also illustrates two examples of critical analysis of a resume which is one of the assessment tasks in COMM1060.
Slide 2: What is critical thinking?
Critical thinking is an activity that is associated with using the mind. When we learn to think in critical, analytical and evaluative ways, we use particular mental processes such as attention, categorisation, selection and judgement.
Slide 3: Critical thinking involves:
There are range of skills and attitudes that are associated with critical thinking. When you are critical, you identify your own as well as other people’s positions, arguments and conclusions. You would also evaluate the evidence for alternative points of view and weigh up opposing arguments and the evidence fairly. When someone is critical, they would also be able to read between the lines and see behind surfaces and identify false or unfair assumptions. They would also be able to recognise techniques used to make certain positions more appealing than others. Being critical also means the capacity to reflect on issues in a structured way. Besides this, you should also be able to draw conclusions about whether arguments are valid and justifiable based on good evidence and sensible assumptions. Finally, critical thinking also involves presenting a point of view in a structured, clear, well-reasoned way that convinces others. Often, when reading or completing your assignments, you would be expected to demonstrate these skills.
Slide 4: Critical thinking and reasoning
Critical thinking is associated with reasoning or our capacity for rational thought. The word ‘rationale’ means using reasons to solve problems. On this slide you will see some skills that are related to reasoning. It is important to examine the basis of our own beliefs and reasoning as these will be the main vantage point from which we begin any critical analysis. For example, when we challenge why we believe that something is true, it becomes obvious to us that we haven’t really thought through whether what we have seen or heard is the whole story or just one point of view.
Slide 5: Critical analysis of others’ reasoning
Often you would be expected to analyse the reasoning of others. In order to do that, you would first need to identify their reasons and conclusions. Then you would need to analyse how they had selected, combined and ordered their reasons in order to construct their line of reasoning. You would also need to evaluate whether their reasons support the conclusions they have drawn. Besides this, you would also need to evaluate whether their reasons are well-founded and based on good evidence. You would also need to identify the flaws in their reasoning.

Slide 6: Questions for analysis
There are particular questions that you could ask to undertake a critical analysis of something whether it is a text, website, poster or audio-visual presentation. On this slide you can see some example questions that will allow you to practise critical thinking and analysis.  
Slide 7: Structure of a critical analysis 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your instructor will usually specify the structure of the assessment task that they want you to produce. It is a good idea to confirm the structure of the task before you begin writing it. On this slide you can see a general structure of a critical analysis. This may not be the structure that your instructor expects you to follow but if they have not specified a particular structure, you could follow this. It is recommended that you begin your analysis with an introduction. In this section you would identify the work that is being analysed. You would also present the thesis or your main message or argument about the work. You will then briefly outline the steps you will take to prove your argument. In other words, you need to specify how you will prove your argument. 
The introduction is followed by a short summary of the work that you will be analysing. This section does not need to be comprehensive. You only need to present what the reader needs to know in order to understand your argument. The summary is followed by your analysis which is the main part of your writing. Your argument in this section may be developed with a number of sub-arguments which are mini theses that you prove in order to support your larger argument. Remember this must be a proper critical analysis of the work and not just a description or a summary.
Finally, you would need to include a conclusion section. This is where you would reflect on how you have proven your argument and point out its importance. If appropriate, you could also point out any potential avenues for additional research or analysis in the area of work that you have examined.
Even though you are potentially only referring to one source, you may still need to cite your information using the recommended referencing style.
Slide 8: Example 1 of a critical analysis of a cover letter and resume
On this slide, you can see an example of a critical analysis of a cover letter and a resume, one of the assessment tasks that you are required to produce for COMM1060. Do notice the different sections that were identified in Slide 7. Remember, this is an example only and you are not required to produce an exact version. You are advised to come up with a better critical analysis than the one presented in the example. Please do not reproduce the analysis that is presented in the example as this may result in you failing the assessment. Do also remember that as this is only an example, some sections of the text have been left out due to the limitation of space. In your own task, you would be expected to write more to meet the 900 words requirement. You will also notice that the writer uses particular concepts that they had learnt in the course to help them analyse the cover letter and resume. Often you would be expected to use the theories and concepts that were introduced in your course to undertake a critical analysis of something.
Slide 9: Example 2 of a critical analysis of a video resume
On this slide you will see an example of a critical analysis of a video resume. As was indicated previously, this is an example only and you are encouraged to produce a better critical analysis than the one presented on this slide. Do ensure that you do not reproduce the example shown and meet the 900 words requirement in your own task.
Slide 10: References
The information shared with you in this presentation was obtained from the texts listed on this slide. For more information on critical analysis, you are advised to refer to the texts.
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