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The aim of this resource is to:

· introduce you to some rules of thumb about the use of articles.

· provide you with examples as to how these rules apply.
We use a/an:
· with there is


· the first time we mention something

· after have and have got

· in naming things

· with occupations


We use the:

· when we have already mentioned what we are talking about


· when there is only one of something

· with defining relative clauses


· with of – before something which is defined or restricted by a preposition phrase beginning with of

· in superlative expressions

· in comparative expressions with same

· with particular adjectives



Source adapted from: Parrott, M 2010, Grammar for English language teachers, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge
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Example:


There is a value in recognising the factors that differentiate the interview from the conversation.








Example:


An interview resembles a conversation in many ways.








Example:


Have you got a clear purpose for conducting the interview?





Example:


It is a day care. 








Example:


She is a social worker.





Example:


Social workers spend more time in interviewing than in any other single activity. It is the most important and most frequently used social work skill.





Example:


The human service literature describes the interview as the most pervasive basic social work skill.








Example:


He is the social worker who interviewed the child who was abandoned by her parents.








Example:


The client interview, which lies at the heart of the social work process, is an event which is not merely the context of but the basic resource for social work practice.





Example:


The capacity to be a good and understanding listener is perhaps the most fundamental skill of all.








Example:


Hearing is not the same as listening in social work practice.





Example:


The first interview usually provides a social worker with a lot of valuable information about the context.











