Making Grammar Feedback Work for You 2

Handout 1A: Sample answer


Language learning in  the  past was first directed by the behaviourist school of learning where learners underwent an  instructional process that was founded on “modelling, demonstration and reinforcement” (Palinscar, 1998, p. 346).  However    linguists found that this form of language instruction did not contribute to learning. Then the constructivism theory was born.  Hirtle (1996) claimed   that the term ‘social construction’ comes from John Dewey’s Pedagogic Creed.  Dewey suggested that the psychological and social element in education cannot  be separated as both are linked.  Dewey (1963) said that education is the result of empowerment of an individual in a social situation.  According to social constructivists ,  what is learnt is very much dependent on where and how it is learnt. Furthermore,    the constructivists argue that cognitive processing occurs when individuals communicate. When someone‘s  culture is appreciated and accepted, they will voice their views and opinions (Hirtle, 1996).  Learning must constantly interact with the source knowledge. Learning must also enable the reconstruction and regeneration of the knowledge that has been received (Wilson, 2003).  

