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Environmental and Individual Influences
on Australian Students’ Likelihood
of Staying in School

KEVIN MARJORIBANKS
~ Graduate School of Education
University of Adelaide, Australia

ABSTRACT. In this longitudinal study. the author examined environmental and individ-
ual influences on the likelihaod of Australian adolescents staying in school. Participants
were 6,778 Anglo Australian, 350 Asian, and 472 European students (mean age = 14.7
years) who were in Year 9 when the study began. The analyses indicated that adolescents
from middle social status backgrounds and Asian families were more likely to stay in
school than were those from lower social status backgrounds and Anglo Australian fami-
lics; academic self-concept, achievement, perceptions of environments, and aspirations
had a large independent association with staying in school; and there were significant dif-
ferences in relationships among the aforementioned variables for adolescents trom differ-
ent ethnic groups and among those who decided Lo stay in or drop out of school,

Key words: educational aspirations, family background, individual characteristics, proxi-
mal learning seltings. staying in school

RUMBERGER AND THOMAS (2000) asserted that research has indicated *con-
clusively that students who drop out of school suffer from a host of negative con-
sequences, ranging from high unemplioyment and low earnings te poor health and
increased criminal activity” (p. 40). Although such negative effects from drop-
ping out of school have been demonstrated, researchers still have no clear under-
standing of those individual and social factors that influence students’ decision to
stay in school (see Carbonaro, 1999; Duncan, Yeung, Brooks-Gunn, & Smith,
1998; McNeatl, 1997, 1999).

Kao and Tienda (1998) observed, for example, that investigators have not
examined how students from different ethnic groups respond to the blocked
opportunities that they may confront in schools. That is, opportunities for some
minority group students may. for example, be blocked by acts of discrimination

Address carrespondence to Kevin Marjoribanks, Graduate School of Education, Univer-
sity of Adelaide, Adelatde, Ausiralia 5003: Kevinmarjoribanks @ adelaide.edu.au {e-mail),

368

- - - . . o -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



‘uorssiwiad Jnoypm pajigiyoad uononpoisdat Jaypnd Jsumo WBLAdeD ayy Jo ucissiulad yum paonpolday

"S2WONNO pue $10101pard
usamiaq sdiysuone)ai 9yl 10] Junoose AY) 1BY) JUIIX2 Y} 0 SI0IBIPIW SE UO1ouUny
$3]qeLIRA ‘PSIEDIPUL (9861 )} AUUSY puR UCTE[ SV "SIHIGOIN0 UC SIXUOD Ay (e}
-SIP JO $192)J3 2y) aeIpawl $FuN)as rwixoxd pue $21$1I2J0BIRYD [BOPIAIPUL JO SAINS
-B3Ul 1By} 515338NS [9pow [B180]09201q ) ‘UOIUPPE U] (*SSWIONN0 U 0UINjjul
WINUWEXBUW J131) 3ARY 0] sassaooid [ewxoad moje yorym ‘saijiuie Jo ASUsisisuod
pue AJ|IqeIS 213 03 12Jo1 SOINOSI JpIsIp 'SIUWOIMNO [00YIS S, UIP]IYI 01 paje|ax
318 1BY) SUOIIDBRIIUL DIIY>—P[IYD> pue pliyo—ludred spn|oul sassaooid [OUIX0Lf)
(11€ d) 2an0s)2 1 avew 0] ssaoocud ay) o pauoduir 2q UBD SI3INOSIY |BISIP
A J1 AJuo INQ SWONNO ) 2ALIP AJ[BNIDE 1B SauITus 2 s1e sassanoad jeunixolg
"S3DINOSAL [BIUIWIUONAUD [BISIP 2y} Aq 231Fop a8ie[ v 03 pauiuiIalep s ssaooad
[eunxoid e Jo Aowoiyyo 241, 18yl Sune]s ‘sawrodmo [eyuswdojsasp pue puncidyoeq
Alwe uasmiaq dysuoneral ay) Jo ameu sy paziseydwa (Legl) “je 19 193)

(2,6 "d *vea 1 ‘1020 79 J2UUAIQUASUCIE) TONRIPIS
-U0J JApUL AWNN0 [RIUsWdoIFASP 341 Jo 20meu ) pue 2oe[d Sunte) d1e s3ssad01d
YD Y2UM UI—IJOERI 210U PUB IBIPIWI Ylog—Iuawiuoiiaus ay} jo ‘uosiad Zul
-do1aASp Y1 JO $STISLIAIORIEYD I JO uonaun} wof v se Ajjesnewaisis Aea wawdo
-[9a2p Funoaye sa589001d JeWIX0Id Yl 3O SUOTIJRLIP PUE UML) “lamod "WI0] 2y ],

:Butmo)iog oyl pasodoad A3y, ‘sawioo)no Ssoy) Jo samseaws pue sSuLes Jul
~uJea| [ewixosd ‘so11S119108.1BYD [ENPIAIPUT *SIXIU0D A[Iwej [elsip Suowe sdiysuon
~B[ad PURISIApUN ISOUT JUO ‘SSWOINN0 [RIUSUIO[2ASD Ui suonelrea ueidxa 01 jey)
1898308 199)) pue JSUUIQUIUOLY ‘Ylomower] |8o180|02201q 112y} uf “(L66]) 39T
puk ‘UANIg op ‘WN{QUISOY ‘103 PUE (+661) 1030 pue Iauuaiquajuorg Aq pasod
-0ld juswdopasap uewiny Jo [apown [BoNR109Y] Y1 Aq papind sem uoneSyssaur
SYL "[00YIS ul AelS 0} 2PLO2P SPUNOISHYORY JIUYIS PUT SNIE)S |RIDOS JUIIDFIP WIOLY
SIUIISI[OPE JBY] POOYNNI] 3Y) PUE ‘SUONEIIGSE ‘SIUAWUONAUL Fuluted] feuixosd
‘SonsIAOERIRYY [enplalpul uowe sdiysuoliefal pautwexa [ ‘Apmis syl uy

‘o Buiddoip pue [ooyos je 9188n1s a1y dn Juiard pue “Burjooyss Jo
a1n[nd 3yl Sunsisas pue 131008 1331e] 241 Jo suuou 2y Sunoalor (se0mosal [gim
-{Nd pue ‘UBlINg ‘21UIOU022 0] $$3008 Juiured sjenpiaipui aeliqor) eyl sdiysuon
-B[31 3501 01 S1o§01 fo7dp) m120s Yowm J0J) [yssanans Juldqg ur ADUBISISSE J0)
SONIUNUIIO) pue SII[IWIR] PAPUIIXI 30 [B11deD Je1o0s ay) Suisn apnjoul saidajens
asay [, ‘satBawens Suifrea yim jooyas yoeoidde sdnosd juesSuwn jo uoippys 1B
P3pnjouod (£661) noYZ "ABIULS (6661 ‘€661 NGB 208 0sje) Anjiqow premdn
JO SUBSL B SB $$900NS [RUONEINPD JO anjea oY) Inoge [eondays swooaq Asy) j1
[eoyds ur unopadiapun Lew sanunuoddo payoolg Yum paoe) SJUIpMS ‘puodss
‘Al{eorwapese SulAdIyoeIaA0 Aq syesuadinoaisao Arw dnold oluyia ue Woy susp
-M)s 1811, "SUONILII 10USLP A[[Ba1a10aY1 OM] 01 pale[adl aJe santumioddo payoorg
reyr pasodoid siogine oyj, ‘jusuruiene [euoiednodo jnyssosons Lq papiemal
U3 J0U SBY JUSLWIASIOE J0OYDS STUIqIS 19p]0 10) JBY) JJBIIPUL JEY) S0UdLIadXa AjfI
-wiej s)uapnis Aq pue ‘Jenusiod snaspese uey 1aypel digsiaquisa dnou§ jo siseq
Y} UO SYORN NWIPRDL JqRIOABIUN 01U SHUIPMIS Jo Juawsde|d auy) Aq ‘sjooyas ut

69€  SyuBqLolEN




