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The purpose of this resource is to provide you with some information about:
1) the role of the literature review in the research process.
A literature review is a significant component of your research as it:
· identifies and summarises existing research on a topic you want to investigate;
· highlights if the research you are planning to undertake has been carried out before; 
· indicates any gaps in existing research relating to the topic you want to investigate; 
· is the first process that you would embark on before you decide on research questions; and
· assists on identifying the relevant methodology to use in your research, etc.


























The aim of the literature review is: to indicate what the state of knowledge is with respect to each research question or groups of questions.
· Use the research question to guide and structure the review of previous research and relevant theory.

· Each question can be used to put a boundary around a body of literature
· Your literature review will only be useful if you have a real question.
· Do not start your research process with an opinion.

· Do not start your research with a question to which you already have an answer to.

Example:

1)  You may have noticed that not many first year students at the EASS Division attend the L3 Academic Skills Workshops.
2)  You may want to investigate the reasons that impact on student attendance at the workshops. The aim of your research study would be to increase student attendance at the sessions.
3)  Your research question could be ‘Why is student attendance at EASS Division’s L3 Academic Skills Workshops low?’
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Readings





Experience





List all questions from your:





What factors/variables will be investigated?





Previous research on the topic





Theoretical perspectives





Methodology





Specify your research questions





 Conduct a�literature review for:





Background information to establish the problem





The Literature Review and the Research Process





Deeper insight about your research





Gaps in research related to your area





Be clear about the objective(s) of your research





Identify the aims of your research





What is the research trying to do?





Direction the research will go





Once the list of questions has been reduced to a manageable set, further work can be done.


Separate the major and subsidiary questions.


Major research questions will form the core of the research project (key questions to be answered)


Research projects may only have one major question and a combination of subsidiary questions
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Examine the scope of questions.


Identify how many groups of question, and questions within groups can be tackled in the project.


Decide what is going to be manageable within the time and the other resources available
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Check each question to see what it assumes.


It is important to expose the ‘what’ question that must be answered before a ‘why’ question can be asked or formulated.


‘How’ questions may presuppose both ‘what’ and ‘why’ questions.


A research project may need to answer all three types of questions.





Research Question:


Why is student attendance at EASS Division’s L3 Academic Skills Workshops low? 





Literature Review on the topic:�


 ‘Low Attendance at Academic Skills Workshops’





What are the common factors or variables that impact on student attendance at workshops?








Has there been other research conducted in this area?








What is the methodology used to collect data, etc.?








What are the gaps in the existing research relating to the area of research?








What framework do researchers usually employ in this field of research? (quantitative/Qualitative/mixed-method)?








What is the theoretical framework commonly used in similar research studies?
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