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Appendix 3 - Course Outline
- B

Course Structure
Please provide details of the course structure in the following tables.

Course Title {Master of Medical Sonography — IMSO; Graduate Diploma of Medical Son}

Rational . . .
Course Rationale The Graduate Diploma Medical Sonography (36 units total) and Master of

Medical Sonography (72 units total) are nested postgraduate programs of
study which prepare students to become accredited sonographers.

LERSTETTE The Graduate Diploma in Medical Sonography IGSO requires completion

of eight prescribed courses (36 units of study), together with the
satisfactory completion of 2200 hours of ultrasound scanning experience
and associated clinical examinations.

Course Duration {IMSO — 1.5 years full time or part-time equivalent; IGSO — 1 year full time J
Course Content Credit Points
(If applicable)

Core Units As outlined in criteria 1.1, 1.2 and 1.4

)

Specialisations
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Rules of Progression
Students are required to complete the prerequisite level 1 courses before
they progress to the level 2 scanning courses. Students completing their
Graduate Certificate in Breast Imaging can enrol into the Graduate
Diploma or Masters proaram and receive credits for the two core

Other Protocols of the course .
Students enrolled in the IGSO and IMSO program must complete a

co-requisite requirements of a minimum of 200 supervised scanning
hours per semester while enrolled in to the level 2 courses. Students
must complete a total of 2200 supervised scannina hours throuahout the

Course Sequencing

2.1 Please attach a table / diagram / footprint that shows the sequencing of the units in the qualification.

This has been described in the file ‘Postgraduate Course Structure current and future’ available as an
attachment as evidence for Criteria 1.1, 1.2, and 1.4.

Pathways

3.1 Entry Requirements
Provide a description of any entry requirements for the course.

Eligibility to enter the Graduate Diploma in Medical Sonography program requires the applicant:

« To be qualified as a Medical Radiation professional with a recognised Bachelor degree, or equivalent
qualification; OR

3.2 Exit Points
Provide a description of any exit points that are possible from this course and detail the requirements to meet
this exit point.

Students enrolled in the Graduate Certificate of Breast Imaging program do not have any exit point.
After the completion of all program requirements, they will graduate with the qualification of Graduate
Certificate in Breast Imaging.

3.3 Pathways
Provide a description of any possible pathways into further qualifications from this course.

Students enrolled in the ICBR program will graduate with an accreditation of Discipline Specific Breast
Sonography.

Students enrolled in the IGSO program will graduate as an accredited general medical sonographer.
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3.4 Credit Arrangements
Provide a description of credit arrangements that are in place for this course. This may include credit granted for
entry to this course, or credit granted to this course for entry to another course.

Credits are assessed on a case by case basis, with syllabus compared ‘like for like’ and credits are
awarded accordingly. It is anticipated that the same arrangements will continue. Credit arrangements
for students who have studied at other organisations are identified in a table as evidence for Criteria
1.7.

International Students

4.1 Do you offer this course to international students? @ Yes D No

If Yes, please complete the following tables.

4.2 On-Shore
Do the International students complete a clinical placement in Australia? Please provide details.

No. All international students have to complete their clinical placement from their home country.

International students studying from an overseas clinical site must be supervised by an ASAR
comparable supervisor. International students who are completing their supervised scanning hours at

What processes are in place to ensure international students achieve outcomes that are consistent with local
students?

All of our courses are delivered online via flexible delivery; international students will need to go
through the same process as our domestic students do. International students are provided support
with academic writing, language and learning, IT support online as well as telephonic support.

4.3 Off-Shore
Do the International students complete a clinical placement in Australia? Please provide details.

No. All international students have to complete their clinical placement from their home country.

International students studying from an overseas clinical site must be supervised by an ASAR
comparable supervisor. International students who are completing their supervised scanning hours at

What processes are in place to ensure international students achieve outcomes that are consistent with local
students?

All of our courses are delivered online via flexible delivery; international students will need to go
through the same process as our domestic students do. International students are provided support
with academic writing, language and learning, IT support online as well as telephonic support.

. /

Issue 1 | Version 2 | ASAR Course Accreditation Application Pack | 9 May 2014

Page 58



	Text223: IMSO – 1.5 years full time or part-time equivalent; IGSO – 1 year full time or part-time equivalent; ICBR – 6 months full time or part-time equivalent 
	Text224: As outlined in criteria 1.1, 1.2 and 1.4
	Text225: 
	Text226: 
	Text227: 
	Text228: 
	Text229: 
	Text231: 
	Text230: 
	Text232: 
	Text233: 
	Text234: 
	Text235: 
	Text236: 
	Text237: 
	Text238: 
	Text239: 
	Text240: 
	Text241: 
	Text242: 
	Text243: 
	Text222: The Graduate Diploma in Medical Sonography IGSO requires completion of eight prescribed courses (36 units of study), together with the satisfactory completion of 2200 hours of ultrasound scanning experience and associated clinical examinations.

The Masters of Medical Sonography Course IMSO requires completion of courses totalling 54 units of study, together with the satisfactory completion of 2200 hours of ultrasound scanning experience and associated clinical examinations. The eight core courses (36 units of study) develop knowledge, clinical skills, critical thinking and analytical skills for effective practice as a medical sonographer. These core courses are the same courses which are offered in the Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography. The remaining 18 units of study provide the opportunity for students to select from courses in specialist areas of medical sonography or to undertake research in a specific area of medical sonography.

The Graduate Certificate in Breast Imaging is designed to provide Diagnostic Radiographers with the ability to develop new skills and theoretical knowledge in specialist areas of mammography and breast ultrasound. Mammography and Breast Sonography are progressive specialty areas at the forefront of female health development. Professionals in these areas will have a strong medical interest and practical skills in the area of applied radiography. Breast sonographers and mammographers are currently in demand nationwide, with a current national shortage. The area is continually growing along with its advancements in technology and health initiatives, and the University of South Australia is the only institution in Australia to offer an accredited program in these areas.
	Text250: Students are required to complete the prerequisite level 1 courses before they progress to the level 2 scanning courses. Students completing their Graduate Certificate in Breast Imaging can enrol into the Graduate Diploma or Masters program and receive credits for the two core
subjects common to all programs (RADY 5024 & RADY 5030)

Students completing the Graduate Diploma can progress towards the Masters program and be eligible for credits against the core Level 1 and 2 courses that they have completed.
	Text251: Students enrolled in the IGSO and IMSO program must complete a co-requisite requirements of a minimum of 200 supervised scanning hours per semester while enrolled in to the level 2 courses. Students must complete a total of 2200 supervised scanning hours throughout the program. The scanning hours are documented in a logbook, which is signed off by their supervisor. Students must upload paged from the logbook to their e-Portfolio for a final sign off to complete the Graduate Diploma program. 

Students enrolled in ICBR have to document a logbook demonstrating supervised scanning of:

10 x full breast scans (both sides)
50 x targeted scans
5 x prosthesis scans
10 x interventional studies
	Text252: This has been described in the file ‘Postgraduate Course Structure current and future’ available as an attachment as evidence for Criteria 1.1, 1.2, and 1.4.

	Text253: Eligibility to enter the Graduate Diploma in Medical Sonography program requires the applicant:

• To be qualified as a Medical Radiation professional with a recognised Bachelor degree, or equivalent qualification; OR

• Hold a recognised Graduate Certificate in Medical Sonography or equivalent qualification; OR

• Have completed a recognised higher education program at Bachelor degree level or higher from a recognised higher education institution, together with:
1.       4.5 units of successfully passed study or equivalent at a minimum of Bachelor degree level (AQF 7) of Human Anatomy, which includes anatomy of the head and neck, thorax, abdomen and pelvis, and the musculoskeletal and vascular systems; AND
2.       Two courses each equivalent to 4.5 units of Human Physiology at Bachelor degree level (AQF 7) with at least a pass level; AND
3.       4.5 units of successfully passed study or equivalent at a minimum of Bachelor degree level (AQF 7) of Human Pathology or Pathophysiology.

Entry in to the Master of Medical Sonography program requires the same pre-requisite requirements as the Graduate Diploma program, however if students are applying via the third option, they will require a minimum Grade Point Average of 5.0 or the international equivalent to this.

All applicants are advised that these programs require the completion of 2200 hours of supervised ultrasound scanning experience. Applicants are responsible for organising their own training position in an ultrasound department in order to acquire this scanning experience.

	Text254: Students enrolled in the Graduate Certificate of Breast Imaging program do not have any exit point. After the completion of all program requirements, they will graduate with the qualification of Graduate Certificate in Breast Imaging.

For students enrolled in the Master of Medical Sonography program, after completion of the eight mandatory core courses as well as the successful completion of the 2200 supervised training hours, students will have the option of transferring into the Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography program and exiting with a Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography.

Current students enrolled in the Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography, who have successfully completed the four level 1 core courses are able to transfer in to the Graduate Certificate in Medical Sonography Theory and Principles and exit the program with this award. While this award is not accredited by ASAR, it does give the student recognition of their basic ultrasound theory and also recognises that they have completed a form of postgraduate study. This qualification is an exit award only and is nested within the Master of Medical Sonography and Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography programs. This award is for those students who have not been able to resource a training position and therefore cannot progress to the level 2 courses. Once the students are able to secure a training position, they are welcome to enrol back into the Masters or the Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography program and are eligible to apply for credits for their prior studies. 
	Text255: Students enrolled in the ICBR program will graduate with an accreditation of Discipline Specific Breast
Sonography.

Students enrolled in the IGSO program will graduate as an accredited general medical sonographer.

Students enrolled in the IMSO program will graduate as an accredited general medical sonographer.
- Students who complete the Project Pathway will develop advanced skills in speciality areas such as Fetal Echocardiography or Advanced Musculoskeletal Sonography.
	Radio Button 100: Yes
	Text260: Credits are assessed on a case by case basis, with syllabus compared ‘like for like’ and credits are
awarded accordingly. It is anticipated that the same arrangements will continue. Credit arrangements
for students who have studied at other organisations are identified in a table as evidence for Criteria 1.7.
	Text261: No. All international students have to complete their clinical placement from their home country.

International students studying from an overseas clinical site must be supervised by an ASAR comparable supervisor. International students who are completing their supervised scanning hours at an overseas location must notify the Program Director of their supervisory arrangements. The student must provide details of their clinical site as well as details of their supervisor’s qualifications, licensing status and clinical experience to demonstrate that their supervisor’s qualifications are comparable to ASAR standards. We will require a letter from each students supervisor which includes the following information:

- Details of the imaging practice where the student will be training.
- Confirmation that their supervisor is either a qualified sonographer or a radiologist.
- Confirmation that training will be conducted in a radiology department.

If the nominated supervisor is not a sonographer or radiologist, we will need more information of their credentials and a detailed CV. For example, information such as what sort of imaging practice is the supervisor in, details of ultrasound equipment used, details of any ultrasound publications or presentations in conferences as well as further information relating to any other sonography students that they have supervised in the past and towards which qualification etc.
	Text262: All of our courses are delivered online via flexible delivery; international students will need to go through the same process as our domestic students do. International students are provided support with academic writing, language and learning, IT support online as well as telephonic support.

Virtual classroom sessions and blended synchronous learning sessions allow students from overseas as well as interstate to interact and engage in the same forum. Theory examinations can be completed at external exam centres; however, all students will be required to attend a final clinical assessment at the University of South Australia during the final course of the program. This allows for consistency of outcomes across all of the courses within our programs.
	Text263: No. All international students have to complete their clinical placement from their home country.

International students studying from an overseas clinical site must be supervised by an ASAR comparable supervisor. International students who are completing their supervised scanning hours at an overseas location must notify the Program Director of their supervisory arrangements. The student must provide details of their clinical site as well as details of their supervisor’s qualifications, licensing status and clinical experience to demonstrate that their supervisor’s qualifications are comparable to ASAR standards. We will require a letter from each students supervisor which includes the following information:

- Details of the imaging practice where the student will be training.
- Confirmation that their supervisor is either a qualified sonographer or a radiologist.
- Confirmation that training will be conducted in a radiology department.

If the nominated supervisor is not a sonographer or radiologist, we will need more information of their credentials and a detailed CV. For example, information such as what sort of imaging practice is the supervisor in, details of ultrasound equipment used, details of any ultrasound publications or presentations in conferences as well as further information relating to any other sonography students that they have supervised in the past and towards which qualification etc.
	Text220: Master of Medical Sonography – IMSO; Graduate Diploma of Medical Sonography – IGSO; Graduate Certificate in Breast Imaging – ICBR
	Text221: The Graduate Diploma Medical Sonography (36 units total) and Master of Medical Sonography (72 units total) are nested postgraduate programs of study which prepare students to become accredited sonographers.

The Graduate Diploma is the minimum requirement for accreditation. The Graduate Diploma in Medical Sonography has been designed to provide medical sonography students with competency to be employed as an entry level sonographer. Courses in the program provide students with underpinning knowledge and skills to undertake and interpret sonographic examinations.

If students desire to advance and extend their knowledge and skills
they can progress to the Masters program. The Master of Medical Sonography is designed to provide medical radiation and other health professionals with the mechanism to develop a new professional area in medical sonography and potentially undertake further research in this specialist field. The program broadens the opportunities for a medical sonographer by extending theoretical knowledge, practical competency and pursuing contemporary health trends.

The Graduate Certificate in Breast Imaging (ICBR) was created as a
stand-alone program in 2010 after withdrawal of a generic Graduate
Certificate in Medical Radiation. The ICBR program offers medical radiation professionals the opportunity to become qualified and accredited in the area of sonographic breast imaging.
	Text264: All of our courses are delivered online via flexible delivery; international students will need to go through the same process as our domestic students do. International students are provided support with academic writing, language and learning, IT support online as well as telephonic support.

Virtual classroom sessions and blended synchronous learning sessions allow students from overseas as well as interstate to interact and engage in the same forum. Theory examinations can be completed at external exam centres; however, all students will be required to attend a final clinical assessment at the University of South Australia during the final course of the program. This allows for consistency of outcomes across all of the courses within our programs.


