Neonatal spine

Dysraphism
· Dysraphism occurs when the fusion of the spine during development is incomplete. 
· The term describes several conditions  affecting the spine, the spinal cord and the nerves within the spinal cord. (Spinal Dysraphism, 2023)

Category- open without skin covering
Types- Meningocoele. This is a herniation of the meninges alone.
	Myelocoele.  No dilatation of the thecal sac. Spinal cord is flush with the skin.
	Myelomeningocoele. Meninges, spinal cord and nerve roots (Grant A, n.d.)

Closed- covered by skin
· Lipomyelomingocoele. Extends to the skin, is a lipoma that is attached to the spine, meninges and nerves.
· Myelocystocoele. The central canal of the cord is dilated and the cystic mass to the skin is herniated.
· Meningocoele. Meninges herniated with skin covering. (Grant A, n.d.)

Occult- no mass
· Spinal lipoma. Lipoma closely associated with the spinal cord or cauda equina.
· Dermal sinus. A tract extending from skin to spinal cord that is epithelial lined.
· Spina bifida occulta. Very common. Posterior arches fail to fuse. (Grant A, n.d.)

Differential diagnosis
· Subcutaneous lipomas
· Spinal epidural abscess
· Spinal cord abscess
· Spinal cord mass
· Benign teratomas
· Cystic teratomas
· Pilonidal cyst (De Jesus O, Iftikhar W.  (2023))
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